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FINAL THOUGHTS FROM OUR FOUNDING PRINCIPAL
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Dear Friends,
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Upon reflection, opening Our Lady of Grace School was an opportunity for me to
draw out of people the real reason why they wanted this elementary school for
their child/ren. In turn, families deepened my energies to create a mission and

philosophy rooted
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Although | came to Parkton as a very experienced Principal, | have been blessed

by God with
professional s, ¢
deeply desired to offer a five
important parish ministries.

personal
t he

benefits
-day -a-week school experience as one of the very
Most of all, | have been energized and deeply

and
of

grace stamina,

abundant

touched by the commitment, dedication, and generosity of our parents and our

ofriends of OLGS. o6

As | prepare to leave Our Lady of Grace School in June, my heart is filled with

deep gratitude for
nityo with you and
educational experience in a Catholic, faith

In loving service,
Sister Helen
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An Annual Newsletter to the Friends and Families of OLGS

EVENTS CALENDAR ()

MathCounts Competition:  February
Beat-the -Blahs: February
Optimist Club Oratory Contest:  March
Golf Tournament:  April
Archdiocesan Spelling Bee:  April
Annual Science Fair:  April
Career Day: May
Generation Day: May
Field Day: May

Eighth Grade Graduation:  June
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The Marion ationS p}roudally

17,500 grant to sign its website.
The school website committee is excited
to develop the new design, which will
offer greater in -depth opportunities for
cross-school -connectivity and also
broader community awareness.

an dPARISH OFFERS

ACTIVITIES

Big growth has taken place in our parish
during 2007 -2008! Sports teams, Drama,

and Choir for all ages are alive and active!
me to obuild

many
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@? Godspell,

Letters to God ,
and more...
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OLGS: THE K-8 FAITH -BASED EXPERIENCE

Our Lady of Grace Parish is pleased to offer
one of its very important ministries to those
families who choose to place their children
in a faith -based educational setting.

Our day at OLGS begins and ends with formal prayer. Infused
with Catholic identity, the curriculum offers each student the
opportunity to engage in academic excellence. Students are
encouraged and supported as they make choices based on
gospel -driven values. Most of all, the OLGS faith -based environ-
ment partners with its parents to support their dreams of passing

on the faith to their children. In our kindergarten through eighth
grade design, students develop a strong faith -based foundation
to make a difference in our community and in our world.

Parents and teachers share their thoughts:

"We want our children to be exposed to the gospel values on a daily basis, to
come to know and love Christ and to live by His example. We know that this is
the best investment we will ever make!"

Theresa and Bill Campbell, parents - grades 4, 2 and Kindergarten

"We like the fact that there is a continuation and an emphasis on the same
i valﬁﬂeé and )Eﬁetctatipnc;; we teach in our home. We are both grafluates of a K
i GE ucation and are happy to provide this for our children as well."

sed
:t{r%yuar{d harlie Stromberg, parents - grades 3 and 7

"As parents, we believe we have a responsibility to foster in our children a
faithbased manner of dealing with the world in which @heyLlagy, of

Grace providéathbased learning paired stittng academics and a high

standard of seliscipline, thus reminding our children that they are never without
help or hope."

Mary Beth and Paul King, parents

c‘;(?ur[ Lua\dsypf Grace School supports and encourages group prayer and emph:

- grades 8, 6 and high school freshman

es the torals-and values that the Catholic faith wants us to live by everyday
ar?‘t?magﬂn% teé’&ﬁ]n% anywhere else at this point in my life."

Mrs. LuAnn Ensor, teacher, Kindergarten

"Teaching in a "fditkised" setting allows me to develop the whole student. |
am able to help our middle school students grow into spiritual, compassionate
and intelligent young men and women."

Mrs. Jo Marie Tolj, teacher, Middle School
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STUDENT COUNCIL INDUCTION

The faculty and student body of Our Lady of Grace School gathered to celebrate the
i nduction of this yearf6s STUDENT COUNCI L. Fat her Ni
installed the following 2007 -2008 Student Council.

President - Jason Solomon
Commissioner of School Spirit - Dana Bieker
Vice -President - Christiana Janecek
Commissioner of Publicity - Kerry King
Secretary - Emily Gibbons
Commissioner of Athletics - Alex Martin
Treasurer - Mary Kate Stromberg
Commissioner of Religious Activities - Anne Graefe
Commissioner of Ecology & Safety - Nathan VanRensselaer

STUDENT OUTREACH I N GOD&6S | MAGE

School-wi de efforts to oOothink globally and act |l ocallyod w e
support the work of the  Heifer International Organization . Collectively, the school donated
over $1,500 to the organization, supporting the purchase of llamas, heifers, chicks, goats, bees,
and water buffalo for communities in North and South America, Africa, and Asia.

MAKING THE MOST OF
Pastor)| adbEHESTMIDPLESCHOOL EXPERIENCE

TheOLGSK8 foundation offers our Middle School grade:

Monthly oMiddle School at Massd6é provides opportu
as student -trained leaders facilitate small group discussion on the Scriptures.

Time out for self -reflection about their relationship with God is formally experienced once each

year! Led by Mrs. Deborah Webber, OLG Director of Youth Activities, the sixth grade retreat takes

place during Holy Week. Seventh grade students take their retreat in May and our eighth grade

students enjoy their time together at OODwyer Retrea

Students bond with laptops on a daily basis in Middle School! Using these power tools for

research, word processing, PowerPoint presentations, and test -taking is the usual routine! The use
Our third grade students Monthly meetings of Share Point is a first this year. It allows students to increase their connectivity with each other
took donated items of dog of OLGS sixth graders and with teachers at the local level, as well as the broader community. Technology is prepping
and cat food, paper and kindergarten the way for our students to enjoy using higher level thinking skills during electronic class
goods, towels for pet baths, students have been discussions with Cardinal Sheehan School. Topics for these discussions will include the interest
and toys for play to the taking place to support and awareness of the coming elections.
Defenders of Animal Rights Our Daily Bread .
in - Monkton. During  their With a generous supply of bread, bologna &
stay, students bonded chocae these wonderiul opraye H ASSOCI ATI ON COR MEAR STUDENTS
(okay, fell in love) with sev- | Christmas gifts of books, faithfully make sandwiches while enjoyin _
eral animals as they happily | gloves, and hats were | good Zonversation and spreading sjrrzlileg our devoted s ai v of Scc:jtt Novak , gn eighth gra;de Or:‘GS
gave them their attention, wrapped into packages among one another. thur levoted parents give generously o student, receive ] rgcognltlon rom the
affection and TLC. and loaded into the cars eir time, talents and energy! The Parent Hereford Optimist Club as an
that took our fifth grade Other grades actively I__eadership. _Ieam guides this enthusiasm o0Outstanding Youtho¢ f 2007.
students to visit the 3 and 4 participate in outreach by providing  successful fun-and - Scott is a well -rounded
year olds at 6W &HFLOLD-V ministries such as support- fundraisers thrgughout th_e year. Our student and also very
Headstart Program . The tots ing the SSND sisters at school community hag enjoyed an out- active in  academic
cheerfully engaged in sing- Villa  Maria , sending dgo_r Family Movie Night and a Family cI_ubs at §choo|. Many of J
ing and dancing with their cards to cheer people, M|n|ature. Golf eve_nt. Our s'Fudents also his evenings and week- L
Obig kido6 fri e[n@6. parishARrimetiraesst, e¢are of the NCR made holiday greeting cards, which were ends are dedicated to {
visit is already planned! Trail, and the Maryland Food Bank. a big succe;s! Excitement _and fun are swimming. Scott a_llso has \
always plentiful at our two biggest fun- a love for music and T A
. and -fundraising events of the year. Beat volunteers this talent at
FIELD EXPERIENCES: NASA & PLANETARIUM VISIT OLGS the Blahs and The Golf Tournament . The his church and at local ‘
LEARNING ON THE GO! Students crawled into the  16x20 foot, fully Parentsd Association anursimhorhes.i | ds ~schooll
A few of the many places that OLGS inflated, Portable StarLab Planetarium, \S;\r;ggkbnyetllgpoD;tmg ;23 Ea(—!,'lne':;stit(l;/r?l,Diplm Congratulations, Scott! .
students travel for learning outside of the brought to OLGS by Dr. Rommel Miranda oL G'S | Y e - g.Al i Be proud of yourself and your accomplishments. |
classroom include ShalwbsTowsenc hUaivedsity. tExatement oves thelr © - 0 OLGS is proud of you!
dSuper Scientific Ci |rabaurded asa tthey explaresl ek pf the ®
College, the Museum of Industry, the Mary- constellations found in the northern hemi-
land Science Center, the National Aquar- sphere. Student Corey F. says, "I think the STUDENT LIFE AFTER OLGS
ium in-Baltimore and ihe Museum ot Al planetarium should come back next week so we can learn Graduates of OLGS are successfully studying challenging courses at some of the
and Space. Our eighth grade class will about the southern hemisphere’s constellations!” The feeling area's best known schools, such as Calvert Hall, Hereford High School, Loyola,
end their school year with a class trip to a”?°”,9 students was ?,?St summed up by student Alex P. who Maryvale, Notre Dame Preparatory School (NDP), The Parkville High School Center
Hershey Park. said, "It was awesome! for Math and Science, and The Saint Paul's Schools. Stay Tuned!
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